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TESTIMONT 



PURCHASE MONTHLY MEETING, 



ESTHER GRIFFIN, Dec, 



A MINISTER IN THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY 
OF FRIENDS. 



NEW-rORK: 




THE TESTIMONY 

Of Purchase Monthly Meetings held the \^th of 
3d mo. 1833, — concerning our beloved friend 
Esther Griffin^ deceased* 



Esther GriflSln was the daughter of John and 
Anna Cromwell, of Harrison Town, West Ches- 
ter County, state of New- York — they were the 
parents of a numerous family • and we believe 
they endeavored te train up their children in the 
way they should go. Of their religious care, the 
subject of this Memoir, has frequently been heard 
to express herself in terms of gratitude ; but 
being of a very lively and active disposition, she 
manifested a strong inclination even in her child- 
hood, to promote mirth and levity amongst her 
juvenile companions — it appears however by a 
short account written by herself, and found since 
her decease, that the tender mercies of the Lord 
were extended to her, and that she was frequent- 
ly visited ijytiie day-spring from on high, convict- 
ing for evil, and causing sadness, and distress, 
for yielding to those propensities so natural to 



her — and that about the elerenth year of her 
age, a very powerful visitation of Divine Love 
was renewed, showing her, that she waa pro- 
gressing' towards the broad way that teadeth to 
destruction — under the solemn impression pro^ 
duced by this great favor, she sought solitude and 
retirement ; and her mind being much humbled 
under a sense of her transgression of the Divine 
Law, her heavenly Father was pleased to speak 
peace unto her — and to use her own expression 
on tins memorable occasion, " a language seem- 
ed to say me, if thon art faithful, thou wilt be cal- 
led upon to preach the Go«pel." It appears 
however that even after this, the enemy of all 
good diverted her from the state of watchfulness 
which had happily heen produced, and she again 
relapsed into those indulgencies, to which iier un- 
common vivacity so strongly inclined her — but 
heavenly goodness continued to follow, with pow- 
erful convictions, which were strengthened by tho 
compitny and Gospel labors of i'riends travel- 
ing in the Ministry; many of whom lodged at 
her father's house. 

When eighteen years of age, she waa united 
in marriage with our late esteemed friend John 
GrifHu Jr. and left the paternal roof, to assume 
the new, and important character of ihe head of 
a family. This waa a serious and interesting 
era in her life, and appears to have elicited views, 
aatl considerations suited to the occasign, — f^bout 



that time too, her beloved mother departed this 
life, — " it was now," continues her narrative :— 
'* that I felt the need of a Saviour, and was mer- 
cifully constrained to enter into covenant, to be 
more resigned, and to take up the cross in things 
where 1 had shunned it, for fear of the dread 
laugh of the world,'' — and we believe it to be due 
to the character of our dear friend to add, that 
the important duties of wife and mother, were dis- 
charged by her through life, with great fidelity 
and religious care, that she was a faithful wife, 
and true helpmate to her husband, both in rela- 
tion to temporal and spiritual things, — and that 
it was her religious concern to seek for divine a- 
bility to train up their children (a numerous fam- 
ily,) in the *' nurture and admonition of the Lord«" 
Great. hospitality to her friends, and benevolence 
to the poor, were also conspicuous traits in her 
character. 

In the 23d year of her age, she first appeared 

• _ 

in the ministry. This event, and the nature of 
the exercises connected with it,^xannot be better 
described than in her own words. 

^* The hand of the Lord was increasingly heavy 
upon me, until I found the whole heart was call- 
ed for, and must be given up — the declaration of 
the Prophet, ** Behold the day of the Lord cometh 
that shall burn as an oven, and all the proud, and 
all that do wickedly, shall be as stubble," being 



awfully verified in my experience; and after 
passing through many sore conflicts, and deep 
baptisms, I fuund that if I obtained peace, I must 
yield to divine requi^iition in a way much more 
trying to me, than any thing I had yet met with. 
I plead that I was poor, illiterate, and of a stam- 
mering tongue, and that I should bring reproach 
on the cause of truth. But blessed be the name 
of Him who bore with my wealineBs, and ex- 
cuses, and followed me in mercy and judgment, 
until it was brought before me, that if I again 
resisted the requisition, it was the last time that 
I should be favored witli so clear an opening ; and 
Oh! the awfulness that attended my mind is 
fresh with me, even now. [1829] Soon after this 
1 expressed a few words in meeting, in muchfear 
and trembling, and found great peace." 

Her ofl(3rings in the ministry appear to have 
been rare, and in few words, for a considerable 
time, but they were very acceptable to her friends j 
and by abiding in Him who is the true and living 
vine, she received fresh sujiplies of heavenly 
nourishment: the excellent gift bestowed upon 
her became enlarged, and she attained to the 
stature of an able minister of the gospel of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesug Christ. Her Ministry 
was sound, edifying, and often baptising; and 
although to use her own expression, that she was 
illiterate, it was not unfrequently attended by a 
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convincing energy, surpassing all the refinement 
and eloquence of language* 

Although the cares of a large family pressed 
heavily upon her, and she had many difficulties 
to contend with in leaving home, yet such was 
her zeal in the cause of our Holy Redeemer, such 
the nature of her love for her fellow creatures, 
and such her concern to discharge her religious 
duties, that considerable portions of her time 
were devoted to travelling in the Lord's service, 
in various parts of the United States; nor did 
this christian concern for the prosperity of the 
cause of truth abate with the increase of years, 
and bodily infirmity ; it remained unimpaired to 
the last ; so that in recounting the many deep 
exercises of her mind, together with the feeble 
state of her health, in her latter years, we believe 
she might with propriety have adopted the lan- 
guage of the Apostle, *^ Neither count I my life 
dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with j^y^ and the ministry which I have 
received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel 
of the grace of God." But in thus stating the 
dedication o#dur dear friend, in the hope that it 
may prove an incentjive to increasing faithfulness 
on the part of the living ; we would also advert 
to her careful attention to the limiting power of 
truth, in her religious engagements : which, to- 
gether with her firm belief in the doctrines of the 



|rogpel, will be most instructively given in her 
own words, from the manuscript before Rlhidcd 
to. " My dear sister, Haiiniih Field, and myself, 
were nearly united in our religious exercises, and 
sometimes when we found that we had been 
drawn unknown to each olbcr to go to the same 
places, it was wonderful to us, how we were con- 
descended to in this respect, and we travelled to- 
geilier in great unity of spirit, for the propaga- 
tion of the doctrines we have always believed 
in, the doctrines of our Lord and Savicar Jesus 
Christ, in the full belief of his being the propitia- 
tory sacrifice for the sins of ihe world ; and Hiis I 
have always considered to be the foundation of our 
Society from the beginning. For several years 
my mind had been nnder deep feeling with my 
sister, in the prospect of having to cross the At- 
lantic with her, on a religious visit, attended at 
times with a weight pressing to obedience, and 
seeming likely to require the sacrifice. But, 
when we were travelling together in North Caro- 
lina, my mind being clothed with unusual sol- 
emnity, and all within me hushed into awful 
silence, a secret language seemed to he uttered, 
thy travels with thy sister are nearly at an end — 
Bhe will have to cross the ocean, and thou wilt he 
excused; and from that time my mind became 
relieved, and the concern rested witb increasing 
weight on her." 
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Esther Griffin was deeply affected on account 
of the defection in principle which had induced 
so many persons to depart from the doctrines and 
discipline of our Religious Society, and took a 
prominent part with her friends, in supporting 
our long established order. In relation to thia 
affecting circumstance we copy the following 
from her memorandum. — 

** Oh ! the many fiery trials I have had to pass 
through, since 1828 ; but the truth and its pre- 
cious testimonies, are dearer to me than all 
things beside. I could not unite with those who 
bold such antichristian doctrines — no,* not if I 
had to sit alone ; on account of which, I passed 
through many deep trials, for some years before 
the separation. But, blessed be the God of all 
our sure mercies, he has been pleased to bear up 
my head, and how can my poor soul sufficiently 
magnify His almighty arm of power, and adore 
his goodness — all that is within me is humbled in 
a sense thereof 

But that *' unsearchable indeed are the ways 
of Omnipotence and his judgments past finding 
out, " is a solemn truth that was affectingly reali- 
sed by our dear friend, toward the close of a life 
so devoted as hers had been, to the best of all 
causes. In the latter part of the year 1829, she 
was visited with great bod.ly weakness; during 
which her mind was also introduced into a state 






of deep siiiFering and conflict; which all her own 
powers could not have sustained. 

But in this season of close searching of heart, 
this dii^pensation of mental sifting, when every 
prop seemed to herself to be removed, and she 
was induced in the plaintive language of Jolt, to 
exclaim, "I abhor myself in dust and ashes" — it 
was evident to her friends, that the preserving 
power of truth was underneath, and that the 
Lord's covenant with the night, is as sure as that 
wilh the day — for though she was humbled into 
the state of a little helplei s child*, her belief in the 
sacred doctrines of the Gospel was never shaken, 
nor did the abasing sense of her own un worthi- 
ness, divest her of that holy faith once delivered 
to the saints. And when that mercy that only 
knows the peculiar discipline His servants need, 
was graciously pleased to say " it is enough," and 
to cause the gloom to he dispelled by the bright- 
ness of liis countenance, great was her gratitude 
for the unmerited favor, and sweet her acknowl- 
edgment to Him who doth all things well, and 
doth not willingly aiflict his people. She gradu- 
ally regained her usual health, and with it her 
wonted cheerfulness; an amiable trait in her , 
character, that rendered her company peculiarly 
interesting to her friends, and gave her a strong 
hold on the affections of the junior members of 
the Society. For this class she continued to 
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eTince the most affectiooate afld ardent sc^dtdde 
that they might grow in grace, and in the saving 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
She attended our Quarterly and Monthly Meet- 
ings in the llth month last — in bolb of which her 
labors in the gospel were truly acceptable, fur- 
nishing full evidence of the clearness of her spir- 
itual perception, and of her stedfast abiding oa 
the immutable foundation. 

In the Monthly Meeting, on fourth day, llth 
month 7th, though evidently laboring under con- 
siderable bodily infirmity, she Was strengthened 
to preach the gospel in ati affecting manner, and 
led to impress the necessity of a greater degree 
of faithfulness, agreeably to our high profession : 
indeed such was the nature of her concern, and 
such the feeling attending it, that some of her 
friends were almost ready to view it as prophetic 
of her being near resting from her labors. 

From that meeting she went home with our 
Friend James Griffin, her brother-in-law, to make 
a visit to his family, where, on the sixth day fol- 
lowing she became much indisposed, sufi^ering se- 
vere pain from an affection of the chest ; it does 
not appear however, that either herself or her 
friends who were with her, were apprehensive of 
danger, until the third day following, though she 
frequently spoke of the uncertainty of time, and 
that she bad not seen how the present attack 
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would termiDate. — On fourth day she was very ill, 
her strength being much prostrated, and respira- 
tion ao oppressive, as to render it difRciilt to make 
Tocal her exereise. She was nevertheless enabled 
to communicate much interesting counsel and ad- 
monition, to divers persons that came to see her, 
suited to their respective states, and to the admi- 
ration of her attendants ; that being meeting 
day, she wished as many of the family to go 
to meeting as could be spared, and expressed 
great solicitude for the welfare and prosperity of 
the meeting, of which she was a member. Near 
evening she mentioned ihal she should have been 
glad to have seen her children, who reside in the 
city, but that she could freely give tliem up, and 
through mercy could adopt the language "Hot 
ray will, but thine be done." On fiAh day her 
strength fuiled very fast, but her mental faculties 
were preserved clear, and her mind composed, 
eerene and sweet; on being asked whether she 
had any messages for her absent friends, she replied 
" nothing but love, I said what I had to say, while 
the opportunity of doing so was afforded : my 
work is done." In the latter part of the following 
flight,* a change was discovered that induced her 
attendants to invite the family into the room, and 
being asked if she was in pain, replied, " oh no, I 
feel CHfy and quiet :" her breathing gradually be- 
came shorter and shorter, until nbout 7 o'clock 
on sixth day morning, the 16tb of 11th month, 
" "^ "' 
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1832, when she peacefully expired, in the • 73d 
year of her age. 

Signed on behalf and by direction of the Meeting. 

RICHARD CARPENTER, ) p, , 
MARY GRIFFIN, 5 i^cer/cs. 
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